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My	First	Smooth	Collie	–	Sophie	Harrison	
	
I	 first	started	 looking	 for	our	next	canine	 family	member	over	three	years	ago.	

The	list	of	requirements	was	extensive.	Whilst	predominantly	looking	for	a	pet	

the	new	puppy	would	also	need	to	be	intelligent	&	athletic	enough	to	participate	

in	obedience	&	agility,	good	natured	enough	to	slot	 into	a	 family	of	other	dogs	

and	cats,	social	enough	to	cope	with	streams	of	human	visitors,	including	small	

children.	 This	 paragon	 of	 canine	 virtue	 would	 also	 ideally	 have	 a	 low	

maintenance	coat	and	a	good	“off”	button	when	not	working.		

	

I	 spent	 many	 hours	 poring	 over	 books	 &	 the	 internet	 &	 picking	 my	 friends’	

brains	 trying	 to	 find	 the	 right	 breed.	 Over	 the	 years	 through	my	 family	&	my	

work	with	Hearing	Dogs	&	Assistance	Dogs	we	have	had	Labradors,	 Staffies,	 a	

Standard	 Poodle,	 GSPs,	 a	 Cockerpoo,	 GSDs	 and	 a	 Schipperke.	 None	 of	 these	

breeds	 fitted	 the	 bill	 for	what	 I	was	 after.	 Border	 Collies,	 which	many	 people	

suggested,	 were	 ruled	 out	 as	 being	 too	 ‘full	 on’	 –	 whilst	 I	 love	 my	 agility	 &	

obedience	training	I	am	too	lazy	to	be	obsessive	about	it	and	don’t	really	need	or	

want	 the	Ferrari	of	 the	dog	world.	My	husband	was	delighted	 that	 I	 could	not	

quite	 find	 the	 right	 dog	 –	 he	 felt	 that	 the	 existing	 three	 dogs	were	more	 than	

enough!	

	

I	had	not	even	 thought	of	a	Smooth	Collie	–	 like	much	of	 the	population	 I	was	

barely	even	conscious	of	their	existence.	I	probably	would	never	have	thought	of	

getting	a	Smooth	if	I	hadn’t	been	watching	Crufts	on	TV	and	heard	Clare	Balding	

make	admiring	comments	about	them.	This	piqued	my	interest	and	I	started	to	

do	my	 research.	 On	 paper	 they	 seemed	 to	 fit	my	 requirements	 almost	 exactly	

but,	despite	being	a	member	of	three	different	dog	clubs,	virtually	no	one	I	asked	

knew	anything	about	them.	When	I	did	get	opinions	they	seemed	to	be	negative-	

I	was	told	that	they	were	stubborn,	hard	to	motivate,	one	top	obedience	trainer	

even	 told	me	 they	 were	 all	 ‘like	 whipped	 donkeys	 with	 no	 drive’	 –	 yet	 when	

actually	pinned	down	it	turned	out	that	most	people	who	proffered	opinions	had	

barely	 ever	 met	 a	 Smooth.	 I	 decided	 to	 make	 my	 own	 mind	 up	 &	 made	 it	 a	

mission	 to	 seek	out	&	 talk	 to	people	who	actually	 lived	with	Smooths	 to	 get	 a	

fairer	picture.	

	

Taking	my	mildly	reluctant	husband	with	me	 I	went	 to	 the	Smooth	Collie	Club	

Show	-	&	that	was	the	beginning	of	our	love	affair	with	the	breed.	Everyone	we	

met	 was	 warm	 &	welcoming	 and	more	 than	 happy	 to	 chat	 to	 the	 completely	

random	couple	who	had	turned	up	knowing	nobody	&	nothing	about	the	breed.	



The	dogs	were	equally	happy	to	do	their	bit	for	breed	PR	–	we	received	a	lot	of	

canine	 cuddles	 that	 day!	 We	 came	 away	 smitten	 and	 determined	 to	 find	 out	

more.	The	Smooth	community	were	enormously	supportive	of	us	in	our	search–	

a	number	of	breeders	kindly	welcomed	us	into	their	homes	to	talk	about	living	

with	Smooths	&	to	meet	their	dogs.	The	decision	was	made	and	in	May	this	year,	

thanks	to	Claire	Norman	&	Kate	Giddings,	we	brought	home	Seanua	Sans	Souci,	

aka	Bindi.	

	

I	can	honestly	say	I	do	not	think	we	have	ever	enjoyed	a	puppy	more.	Bindi	has	

been	a	delight	since	the	day	we	brought	her	home.	My	once	reluctant	husband	is	

utterly	in	her	thrall.	It	is	almost	as	though	she	has	read	the	‘job	description’	we	

had	drawn	up	for	her.	Obviously	there	is	no	such	thing	as	the	perfect	dog	–	what	

makes	 a	 dog	 feel	 perfect	 is	whether	 their	 strengths	&	weaknesses	 are	 a	 good	

match	for	the	family	they	are	going	to	and	she	has	just	slotted	in	with	us	like	the	

last	piece	of	a	jigsaw.	It	doesn’t	bother	me	that	my	furniture	is	a	bit	more	chewed	

than	it	was	before,	nor	that	she	shows	a	sneaky	desire	to	hop	on	the	sofa	when	

my	back	is	turned.	The	fact	that	my	jackets	lack	pockets	after	that	long	Smooth	

nose	has	whiffled	its	way	in	to	sneak	biscuits	really	doesn’t	concern	me.	So	what	

if	she	takes	a	bit	longer	to	learn	new	commands	than	my	full	on,	high	intensity	

GSD	–	 she	 is	 a	 certainly	 a	whole	 lot	more	peaceful	 to	 live	with.	 She	 is	 rattling	

through	 her	 KC	 Good	 Citizens	 awards,	 shaping	 up	 well	 at	 Rally	 Obedience	 &	

enjoying	the	puppy	foundation	for	agility	class.		Little	‘Bald	Lassie’,	as	they	have	

affectionately	nicknamed	her,	 is	 a	 huge	 favourite	 at	my	 training	 club.	 There	 is	

something	 indefinable	about	her	 that	 just	makes	people	smile	–maybe	 it	 is	 the	

way	she	grins,	the	way	her	whole	body	wriggles	when	she	meets	people	or	her	

great	cuddling	skills?	She	has	recently	qualified	as	a	PAT	dog	and	will	be	visiting	

our	 local	 hospice	 and	 a	 neighbouring	 aged	 care	 facility	 spreading	 her	 Smooth	

love	ever	further.	

	

I	really	think	that	all	breeders	should	strongly	encourage	new	owners	to	join	the	

RSCTA.	The	 individual	 leagues	encourage	people	 to	 take	up	specific	disciplines	

while	 the	 Versatility	 Awards	 are	 a	 great	 target	 for	 those	 of	 us	 who	 like	 to	

participate	 in	 a	 range	 of	 different	 activities	 with	 our	 dogs.	 The	 broad	 points	

matrix	makes	 the	prospect	 of	 qualifying	 for	 awards	highly	 attainable	 for	most	

people-	 and	 as	we	 all	 know	positive	 reinforcement	 is	 a	 great	 thing!	 The	more	

people	that	are	out	participating	in	a	variety	of	disciplines	the	greater	the	chance	

for	the	wider	public	to	appreciate	these	beautiful,	versatile	dogs.	

		



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


